

Slave Dancer is about a boy named Jessie Bollier from 1840 he is captured by over sea slave transporters.  He is bored doing the lowly chores on the boat called The Moonlight. The captain is mean and harsh and the same with the crew. Once the boat reached Africa Captain Hawthorn trades his whiskey to get the 98 slaves. Not letting the rest of the crew on land they sail away towards America. In the Golf of Mexico the entire ship has a party and gets drunk. Then an American ship comes and tries to inspect them for slaves. The crew throws all the slaves into the water for fear of being prosecuted. The storm rages out of control and Jessie and a boy slave named Ras hide in the hold. The boat crashes on a reef. Jessie and Ras swim to shore, and Jessie finds his way home.

Slave Dancer is an interesting book. It accurately portrays historical facts of the time period. The characters are interesting and well developed. I would recommend it to anybody who likes depressing historical books. I give it two stars.((
Jessie Bollier June 23rd 1840


I woke up not hearing any of the noises from the storm which had raged above for two days. I decided to climb out of the hold with Ras. When I opened the hatch I saw the mutilated ship beached on a reef close to land. There was not a live crewmember on board! I wrapped a piece of sail around a wooden post for buoyancy and Ras and I jumped in the water and swam for shore. Something made us let go of our post, and we then had to swim alone for shore. We finally arrived on shore, tired, thirsty and hungry. An old black man helped us up and fed us a nice juicy ham with water. I told him where I was from and he gave me a map to New Orleans. He also told me that I should begin this long trek home the next morning. 

